xciv	Introduction: Part VI
23.	Story of the Twenty-third Statuette.   Vikrama's daily Life:
His evil Dream
Returning once from a journey,1 the king was welcomed by his
people with great joy. He entered his palace and presided over his
court for a time; then having had his body anointed, and clad in his
royal state, he performed divine service, gave rich largess to the poor
and distrest, and sat down to dine with his family and friends.2 After
dinner he rested for a time (vs 438).3 In the afternoon he amused
himself with worldly pleasures,4 and in the evening he performed the
required ceremonies and lay down to sleep peacefully on his state bed.
And in a dream he saw himself mounted on a buffalo and riding to the
south.5 He awoke in alarm,6 and in the morning consulted authori-
ties,7 and was told that it was an evil dream; here is inserted a disser-
tation8 on good and evil dreams (including vs 101).9 On the advice
of his councillors,10 to ward off the evils predicted by the dream, he
opened his treasury for three days,11 and allowed all people to come
and take as much as they chose.
1. The entire account of the king's daily routine life is lacking in MR and BE. In
JR it is even fuller than in SR (which the above account follows in the main); the
most notable addition in JR is an account of his morning activities, from his waking
up at the brahman-hour on. This necessitates the omission of the clause which opens
the story with his return from a journey — a statement which is found in MR and is
probably original. 2. In SR he causes his dependents (old men, women, etc.) to eat
first, before himself. 3. This vs in SR, JR. 4. Only JR. 5. JR says simply that
he had " an evil dream." 6. So SR, JR; in both he calls upon God (Visnu or the
Jina). 7. Brahmans—one of whom was Sarvajna Bhatta ("Doctor Know-it-all ")
SR; Veda-knowers and astrologers BR; his ministers MR, JR. 8. Nothing of this in
JR, but the others agree very closely. 9. This vs in SR, BR; other vss on dreams
in SR, MR. 10. On his own initiative JR, 11. So SR, JR; a day and a night BR;
seven days MR. They took 13 arbudas (1,300,000,000) of money MR.
24.	Story of the Twenty-fourth Statuette.   A strange Inheritance:
Calivahana and Vikrama
>
In the city of Purandarapura1 was a rich merchant2 who had four
sons. Fearing3 that they would quarrel about his property after his
death, he told them he had indicated a division of it among them, in
four vessels, placed one under each foot of his bed;4 these they must
take in order, from the oldest to the youngest,5 After his death6 they
lookt and found in the vessels earth, straw, coals, and bones respec-

